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Ón gCartlann - From The Archive
Leon Mac Canna was a founder member of Cumann na 
mBunscol in 1928. He wrote the following words for the 
Our Games annual in 1958.

The Dublin of the late ‘twenties was a stronghold of 
foreign games. The sons of men who harried the Tans 
and British military, and who had been imprisoned or 
had died for the ‘green’, did not know the way to Croke 
Park. During the school season, the children discussed 
the leading cross-channel soccer teams, and in the 
summer, they carried their bats and cricket stumps to 
the nearest piece of open ground. Soccer and cricket 
stars were their gods, and the lusty football stalwarts of 
Kerry and Kildare were as unknown to them as the hurl-
ers of Cork or Kilkenny. The soccer pitches of the city 
were their Meccas, and the magic and glamour of the gathering of the clans at an All-Ireland 
final was undiscovered

Leon Mac Canna

Half-time team 
from the Dublin 
v Kerry Allianz 
league game: 
Jason McGovern, 
Lee Shatwell, 
Arsenijs Golkins, 
Rían O’Connor, 
Dáibhí O’Connor, 
Rory Micks, 
Like McMahon, 
Simon O’Broin, 
Ruaidhrí Vacas 
Ruiséal, Dónal 
Ó Cuinneagáin, 
Sam Tarpey, Luke 
Duggan.
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RISING STAR
Léirmheas Imreoir Scoile
CALEB McCLELLAND
Age: 12 
School: St. Joseph’s B.N.S, Clondalkin
Club: Round Towers, Clondalkin
Position: Centre Half Forward
Favourite Players: Tony Kelly and Aaron Gillane
Best Advice: The whistle will always blow so play to the 
whistle.
Ambition: I want to hurl for Dublin one day.

Caleb was one of the stars of the halftime game at the 
recent Dublin v Limerick Allianz league match.

HOOKED ON HURLING
As nearly 300 teams are putting the final touches to preparation for participation in the 2024 
hurling and camogie leagues, the second year of the Hooked On Hurling Initiative is also set to 
go. Once again, the GAA Museum Interactive Challenge will prove to be popular and entertaining. 
along with local blitzes, Poc Fada competitions and other novel challenges. The aim is to include 
schools that are new to hurling/camogie or have been absent for a time in order to broaden 
the base of hurling in the city and county. The brainchild of Cumann chairman James Hayden, 
Tipperary native, the initiative was a great success last season.
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Oíche Iománaíochta  
Le Ríomh Faoi Shoilse
24 Cumann na mBunscol children, from a selection of 
schools, had a memorable night in Croke Park as they 
played at halftime during the Áth Cliath v Luimneach 
curtain-raiser to the Áth Cliath v Ciarraí football encounter. 
All the skills of our ancient game were on display in a 
fitting testament to the wonderful coaching they get in 
schools and clubs. Most importantly, the children and 
their parents had a great experience and were grateful to 
the teachers who made their dreams come true.

“The boy who carries a hurley, carries 
his badge of national identity”

Cumann na mBunscol founder Frank Cahill.

WESTMEATH MANAGER JOE FORTUNE has taught in St. Oliver Plunkett NS in Malahide 
for over 20 years and he has made an extraordinary contribution to coaching and promoting 
Gaelic sport in the school. His success with Dublin minors and u21 teams has earned him 
huge respect and he has achieved at the highest level with Ballyboden senior hurlers and, of 
course, currently with Westmeath. The teachers of Cumann na mBunscol wish the popular 
Enniscorthy native every success.

Eoghan McLoughlin, Billy O’Donovan, Daniel Dodd, Odhran Gibbons, 
Max Kelly, Ryan Doyle, Caleb McClelland, Dillon Voelkin, Harry Larkin 
Ryan, Aaron Keegan, KJ Murray, John Tracey.

John Tracey, St. Nicholas of Myra NS, 
Kinsealy performs a skilful block on 
Caleb McClelland, St. Joseph’s NS, 
Clondalkin.

Togha fir: Luke McMahon in action in 
Croke Park. 
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“Hurling isn’t just a social distraction 
for us, it is our lives”

GAA President Jarlath Burns

WESTMEATH MAN PAT MONAGHAN made a tremendous contribution to Cumann na 
mBunscol while teaching in Scoil Mhearnóg in Portmarnock. He led many teams to Croke 
Park finals and brought silverware to the county Dublin school. His teams always reflected 
his own values and performed with skill, passion and sportsmanship. Pat has been involved 
with the mini-sevens in Croke Park since the beginning and is still part of the goalpost 
team on the biggest occasions in Croke Park. His son Paul has also made a significant 
contribution. Pat, a former Westmeath hurler, is still very active in Naomh Mearnóg club. He 
served as secretary and set up the unique ‘Ground Force’ initiative which involves retired 
people working to keep the club infrastructure at the highest standard.

WESTMEATH FOOTBALLER KEVIN MAGUIRE contributed to the promotion of Gaelic 
games in the capital when he taught in Sacred Heart NS in Killinarden and while Principal in 
Gleann na Smól NS in Bohernabreena.

Ag Múscailt 
Paisin A 
Mhaireann Ar 
Feadh  
An tSaoil
Sparking A Passion  
That Lasts A Lifetime is  
the legend on the ‘sting’  
currently being used by Allianz  
in their television coverage of the leagues 
on TG4. The Irish and English versions 
feature Rian Mac Aodh Bhuí and Pearse 
Ó hAodha both pupils in Scoil Oilibhéir, 
Coolmine. The boys were on the winning 
team in the Corn Tom Ryder final in Croke 
Park last season.


